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"Then we upon our globe's last verge shall go,
And see the ocean leaning on the sky; From thence our rolling neighbours we shall know, And on the lunar world securely pry."'
Talking of puns, Johnson, who had a great contempt for that species of wit', deigned to allow that there was one good pun in Menagiana, I think on the word corpsa.
Much pleasant conversation passed, which Johnson relished with great good humour. But his conversation alone, or what led to it, or was interwoven with it, is the business of this work3.
scious.' He then quotes these lines, and continues :' They have no meaning; but may we not say, in imitation of Cowley on another book—
" Tis so like sense, 'twill serve the turn as well."' Cowley's line is from his Pindarique Ode to Mr. Hobs :—
' Tis so like triith, 'twill serve our turn as well.' J In his Dictionary, he defines punster as a low wit, who endeavours at reputation by double meaning.    See post, April 28, 1778.
2  I formerly thought that I had perhaps mistaken the word, and imagined it to be Corps, from its similarity of sound to the real one. For an accurate and shrewd unknown gentleman, to whom  I am indebted for some remarks on my work, observes on this passage— ' O. if not on the word Fort?   A vociferous French preacher said of Bourdaloue," II prtkhe fort bien, et moi bicnfort." '—Menagiana.   See also Anecdotes Litteraires, Article ' Bourdaloue.'    But my ingenious and obliging correspondent, Mr. Abercrombie of Philadelphia, has pointed out to me the following passage in Menagiana ; which renders the preceding conjecture unnecessary, and confirms my original statement:
' Madmo de Bourdonne, Chanoinesse de Remiremont, venoit d'en-tendre un discours plein de feu et d'esprit, mais fort peu solide, et tres-irregulier. Une de ses amies, qui y prenoit interet pour 1'orateur, lui dit en sortant," Eh bien, Madme que vous semble-t-il de ce que vous venez d'entendre ?—Qu'il y a d'esprit ?"—" II y a tant, repondit Madme de Bourdonne, que je n'y ai pas vu de corps."'—Menagiana, tome ii. p. 64. Amsterd. 1713. BOSWELL. Menagiana, ou les bans mots et remarqiies critiques, Jtistoriques, morales et d' drudition de M. Menage, recueillies par scs amis, was published in 1693. Gilles Menage was born 1613, died 1692.
3  That Johnson only relished the conversation, and did not join in it, is most unlikely.    In his charge to Boswell, he very likely pointed
On p. 367.
